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The new text of the WTO Agreement 
on Government Procurement 
(GPA) allows environmental 
considerations to be taken into 
account in technical specifications 
and award criteria.

Ratification of the new GPA, 
which binds all EU Member 
States, is currently underway. 
The new provisions are in 
Article X (6) and (9), dealing with 
tender documentation. A Work 
Programme on Sustainable 
Procurement is also to be set up 
under the auspices of the WTO. 

More information...

What are the key achievements over the period 
covered (2008-2011)?
Our focus in recent years has been to provide sustained 
employment opportunities and improve standards of 
living for all Londoners. Achievements range from the 
creation of 1,900 new apprenticeships and prompt 
payment of SME invoices to the introduction of 
electric, hybrid and hydrogen fuel cell vehicles.

Which approaches have worked well to bring 
suppliers on board?
A strategic approach taken to tendering and supplier 
management that requires action in contracts on skills 

Monitoring uptake of GPP in the EU
The results of a survey 
of over 850 public 
authorities in 26 EU 
Member States have 
just been published. 
They show that despite 
widespread use of GPP 
criteria, the target of 50 
percent of all contracts 
awarded being ‘green’ 

has not yet been reached.  

26 percent of the last contracts signed by the 
respondents applied the EU core GPP criteria in their 
entirety, accounting for 38 percent of the total contract 
value. However, 55 percent of these contracts included 
at least one core GPP criterion, showing that some 
form of green procurement is being done on a large 
scale. In the 2009/2010 period, 38% of the value of 
the contracts in the ten product and service groups in 
question included some form of green criteria. 

London’s progress on responsible procurement 
and employment. An embedded skills brokerage 
team within TfL supports suppliers to meet these 
requirements. It works to integrate existing public 
sector funding, training and support initiatives into 
one coordinated programme for suppliers relevant to 
their contract. With a clear political steer and a skilled 
and capable resource, the public sector can deliver 
social outcomes through the supply chain. 

Have you been able to help or influence 
other authorities to implement Responsible 
Procurement?
The GLA group is committed to sharing its work 
with other public authorities in the UK, the EU and 
further afield. To accommodate this we developed an 
eLearning toolkit which is free to use tool providing the 
user with an introduction to Resposible P. More than 
400 staff across the GLA group, London boroughs 
and other public sector organisations received 
Responsible Procurement training coordinated by the 
GLA group in 2008-11. 

To view the interview in full, click here. 

Zoom in on…Changes to 
WTO Government 
Procurement Agreement

The study was conducted by the Centre for European 
Policy Studies and the College of Europe on behalf 
of the European Commission. It sought to measure 
progress against the targets set out in the 2008 
communication Public procurement for a better 
environment. Information was collected on more than 
230,000 contracts signed by public authorities in 2009-
2010, with a value of approximately 117.5 billion Euro.

In line with earlier research, the study highlights that 
the uptake of EU GPP criteria varies significantly across 
Europe. Looking at the last contract signed by public 
authorities, there are four top performing countries 
(Belgium, Denmark, Netherlands and Sweden), in 
which all EU core GPP criteria were applied in 40 to 60 
percent of the cases. On the other hand, there are 12 
countries where this occurred in less than 20 percent 
of the last contracts. For some countries, the results 
must however be read with caution, due to a low 
participation in the survey.

Read the full report and annexes. 

Matthew Galvin, 
Responsible Procurement 
Manager, Greater London 
Authority (GLA) group. 
The GLA group has published 
its latest progress report on 
Responsible Procurement, 

highlighting the actions being taken by London’s public 
transport, police and fire safety authorities.
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Zoom in on…EcoProcura 
2012: Call for contributions

The EcoProcura conference takes 
place in September 2012 in 
Malmö, Sweden. It brings together 
procurers, policy-makers, suppliers 
and others to focus on sustainable 
and innovative procurement.

Slots are available to present good 
practice cases, research, supplier 
solutions, guidance and tools or 
other relevant topics. Contributions 
will be selected based on how they fit 
to the objectives of the conference. 
Proposals can be submitted until 27 
April 2012 by completing the Call for 
Contributions form. 

More information...
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http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/gproc_e/gp_gpa_e.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue20_NewsAlert_Interview.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0400:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2008:0400:FIN:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/CEPS-CoE-GPP MAIN REPORT.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/CEPS-CoE-GPP ANNEXES.pdf
http://www.london.gov.uk/rp/docs/delivering-responsible-procurement.pdf
http://www.ecoprocura.eu/fileadmin/editor_files/programme/Call_open_7March.doc
http://www.ecoprocura.eu/fileadmin/editor_files/programme/Call_open_7March.doc
http://www.ecoprocura.eu/malmo2012/home/
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In 2010, the Provincial Council of Toledo in central 
Spain adopted a declaration on SPP, established 
an action plan and a committee to oversee 
implementation. The procurement of forest products, 
such as timber, paper and cork has been the first 
major area of focus for the Council.

A tender for outdoor benches to be placed in various 
municipalities implemented criteria related to the 
sustainable sourcing of timber. In 2011, 926 certified 
wood benches were procured for 127 municipalities, 

which meant a total investment of €140,000. 

Sustainability criteria are now being extended to further product groups such as cleaning 
services, catering and IT equipment. Toledo’s Environmental Service is offering advice and 
assistance to other public authorities in the province.

Download the GPP example here.

GPP examples

Zoom in on...Guidelines 
on sustainable timber 
procurement

Efficient, ecological wastewater treatment in Sweden 

Spanish province of Toledo procures sustainable wood products

With the highest inflow of any Nordic plant, the Ryaverket 
wastewater treatment plant near Gothenburg needs to 
be efficient. Its location next to the coast means that high 
environmental standards must also be applied to its treatment 
processes.

To meet these demands an innovative disk filter system was 
procured, turning effluent into recoverable byproducts. The 
criteria applied in the tender for mechanical equipment 
looked at the life-cycle environmental impact and energy 
consumption of the proposed systems. The contract clauses 
also included requirements for environmental management.

The result has been a success, with biogas from the treatment process being turned into 
motor fuel and sludge used as soil for landscaping. Other plants have begun to take notice 
of this approach and Ryaverket receives a large number of visitors every year.

Download the GPP example here.

The Sustainable Timber Action 
(STA) project aims to inform public 
authorities in Europe about the 
human and environmental impacts 
of the timber trade, and how they 
can contribute by purchasing timber 
responsibly.

A draft set of guidelines on 
responsible timber procurement 
has been prepared by the STA 
partners. The project consortium 
is keen to get as much feedback as 
possible on the draft from public 
authorities, industry organisations 
and other relevant stakeholders.
Deadline for comments: end April. 

More information...

GPP News-Alert is an initiative of the European Commission, Directorate-General Environment published on a monthly basis.
Editor: GPP Helpdesk | Email: gpp@biois.com
The articles published in the GPP News-Alert represent the personal views of the contributors and do not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here.

The GPP Helpdesk will be offering a 
webinar on “Environmental man-
agement systems and GPP” on 23 
May 2012. The webinar will look at:

• How can environmental 
management systems such as 
EMAS be used in procurement?

• Examples of application
• Role of EU Directives 

Participation is free and open to all 
public authorities and other stake-
holders. An e-mail will be sent to all 
subscribers of the News-Alert shortly 
with details of how to register.  
 
Further information will be available 
on the GPP website.

Zoom in on…Webinar on 
GPP: Save the date.
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http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue20_Case_Study46_Toledo_timber.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue20_Case_Study45_Ryaverket_waste.pdf
http://www.sustainable-timber-action.org/home/
mailto:gpp%40biois.com?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/index_en.htm

